










19. Are there any other limits on closing a cemetery? 

Property dedicated as a cemetery must be used as a cemetery unless the 
dedication is removed in an action under an applicable Code provision. 22 

Pauper's Burial 

20. What are a county's responsibilities related to the burial of a 
pauper? 

The commissioners court is required to provide for the disposition of a 
"deceased pauper.''23 The commissioners court may adopt rules to 
implement the statute. 

21. Are there any special procedures that the county must follow? 

Yes. The county should first determine if there is a person with a duty to 
bury the deceased pauper under Code §711.002 and if the deceased has left 
direction in writing for the disposition of his or her remains. However, the 
county is not required to follow the deceased's direction and need only incur 
the usual cost of burial if there is no relative or other person responsible who 
takes responsibility for cost of the burial.14 

Additionally, the county must notify the Anatomical Board of the State of 
Texas that it has the remains of a deceased pauper and deliver the body to 
the board if It receives written notification from the board to do so.25 If the 
board does not request delivery of the remains, the county is responsible for 
all costs of preparation for burial. 

22. How does a county dispose of a deceased pauper? 

The commissioners court has the discretion to determine how to dispose of 
the remains of a deceased pauper. The commissioners court may adopt 
rules related to how the county disposes of the body. Disposition may be by 
donation to a medical facility, burial, or cremation. 26 

11 Code §711.010, §711.036 or §711.007. Tex. Att'y Gen. Op. No. JC.0355 (2001). See also Tex. Att'y Gen. Op. No. 
JC-0235 (2000). 

:
3 Code §694.002(a). 
?~Tex. Att'y Gen. Op. No. jC-02.28 (2000). 
25 Code §691.023. 
<i Tex. Att'y Gen. Op. No. JC-0228 (2000); Tex. Att'y Gen. Op. No. GA.0301 (2005}. 
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